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As we approach the quarter point of the 21st century, profit, literacy
education, and literacy itself are more entwined than ever before. Considering
“profit” as both a noun (a gain) and a verb (deriving benefit), we see questions of
who profits from literacy and literacy education swirling around nearly every
aspect of our work.
Major corporations, private foundations, and other profit-driven companies
have increasingly greater influence over what is taught and learned in public
schools, as well as how that learning is measured. Alternative teacher certification
pathways actively compete with traditional college and university teacher
preparation programs. For university faculty, the potential to generate external
funding is a factor in hiring and promotion decisions at many institutions, often to
the detriment of those whose research does not require funding and/or appeal to
funding agencies.
As literacy scholars, we are challenged to examine who profits from our
research and its dissemination, particularly when our work engages underrepresented populations as research participants. Furthermore, online experiences
are increasingly advertiser- and algorithmically-controlled, with hidden forces
shaping what we see and read. Yet, simultaneously, we see a push for open
learning, open access to publications and teaching resources, and the
democratization of communication.
With these tensions in mind, we invite discussions of questions such as: Who
profits or benefits from literacy education, research, and policy? What resources are
taken up and why? We invite stakeholders who explicitly centralize these issues in
their work and challenge other stakeholders to consider the conspicuous and
subversive ways in which their work shapes and is shaped by ideas around profit.

