American Reading Forum
Spring 2011 Board Meeting Notes
Attendees:  Penny Sobeleski, Cindy Hendricks, Mona Matthews, Lessie Cochran, Helen Robbins, Lynn Yribarren, Joyce Fine, Gary Moorman, Nance Wilson, Jennifer Fong, Michael French

Location:  Orlando, FL – Annual IRA Conference (10:00-11:00 am)

Nance Wilson called the meeting to order at 10:00am and made one announcement: that she is moving to Lourdes College to be the Director of Middle Childhood Education.

A. Contract Negotiations Update (Nance Wilson):  The contract for the next three years (2011, 2012, & 2013) is completed.  One point that is different in the new contract is that we are confirmed for 40 nights rather than 40 rooms which is better as we are currently smaller and building our membership.  Dr. (congrats!) Enrique Puig has reserved projectors with UCF for 2011.
· Discussion regarding ARF bylaws: Nance will try and contact Jill Lewis who was the last person to update the bylaws.

B. 2010 Annual Yearbook Publication Update: The deadline for each year is June 15, 2011.  The manuscripts are targeted to be up on the website on or before September 1, 2011. Additionally, due to a change in electronic journal format, a one-time exception for former years’ manuscripts will be allowed and thus previous manuscripts can be submitted until June 15, 2011. (Joyce Fine approved, Lynn Yribarren seconded the motion).
C. Graduate Student Scholarships for 2011: The deadline for graduate student scholarships is November 1, 2011.  Graduate students who are students at the time of submission are eligible.
D. Membership Update (Jennifer Fong):  Membership currently stands at 84 members.  
· New Member Basket Raffle:  A basket of books and other goodies will be raffled at the ARF conference.  Any institution may contribute items for the basket (mugs, T-shirts, books, etc.).  Raffle tickets are available to any member who brings a new member (including graduate students) to the conference. This information will be posted on the ARF list-serve and the website.

· Any individual can join the ARF list serve – no need for the membership chair to check their membership status.  To join: list@list.appstate.edu – put nothing in the subject line, no signature in the email, subscribe=arf=1

· Question was raised regarding secretary of ARF (Deborah Ellermeyer) – Jennifer Fong was nominated (and accepted) to take over as secretary.
· Jennifer will create a facebook page for ARF – this will establish another format for communication for the organization.

E.  2011 Annual Convention Update (Cindy Hendricks):  Cindy reported that there are currently (as of 5/8/11) 37 paper presentations, 4 panels, and 3 problems courts for a total of 86 presenters for the 2012 conference. Diane Barone from UNLV will be a keynote speaker as well as Vicky Risko.  Cindy is in communication with David Pearson as well to see if he would like to be a speaker.  The BG team is working on something different for the luncheon.  There is $800 left for honorarium.
· 2012 Program Coordinators – currently there aren’t any.  Nance Wilson will send out 2-3 invites for program chairs for the 2012 conference.  The following names were suggested: Missy Laine, the Northern Michigan group, or University of South Florida.
F. Treasurer’s Report (Lynn Yribarren): Lynn reported that there is currently $327.00 in checking and $15,000.00 in money market account.  Additionally, there is a small amount of monies in the scholarship fund that not reflected in the report.  Lynn also reported that in regards to the conference, we broke even.
G. Service Award : Joyce Fine was the initial chair, then the chair position moved to the recipient of the award.  Joyce will do this year.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00am

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Jennifer L. Fong

