Readin’ Bout Huntin’ an Fishin’
in Appalachian Secondary Schools
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After 25 years of working in language arts/reading, attending an -
infinite number of meetings, conventions, and colloquia on reading, it
seems odd that one never encountered even a reference to a session on
secondary reading that contained content related to hunting and fish-
ing. Yet, those of us from the southern mountains know that our rural
secondary boys are certainly deeply involved with these outdoor
pursuits. The theoretical perspective, therefore, of this paper is that
attitudes and interests really matter, and in keeping with the theme of
this conference, as we're putting the pieces together, affective concerns
should not be shortchanged.

The major objective of this paper is to share results of a study on the
desirability of a sample of rural secondary students in upstate South
Carolina to read about hunting and fishing, and how much these
students report reading about hunting and fishing in their secondary
curriculum,

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Smith (1988) has suggested that the emotional response to reading is
the primary reason most people read for recreational purposes. Results
published in the Reading Report Card from the National Center for
Educational Statistics (1990a) indicated that until students are exposed
through schools and home to more varied reading experiences, the
reading proficiency of American students is unlikely to improve dra-
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matically. These data showed that the secondary students who read
most frequently were also the most proficient, and that those who
never read for fun had the lowest proficiency,

Authors of Learning to Read in Our Nation's Schools (NCES, 1990b),
concluded that at least half of the 8th and 12th graders reported some
difficulty reading literature textbooks, This was true for students in
vocational/ technical programs, general programs, and academic pro-
grams. These findings suggest that diverse reading material is needed
in secondary literature classes.

Ross and Fletcher (1989) studied attitudes toward reading of chil-
dren in Tennessee; 189 were from rural areas, 109 from inner-city area,
and 202 from a school near a university. The subjects were in grades
three, four, and five. Ross and Fletcher found that the rural children’s
attitudes were the most negative, Even inner-city children had more
positive attitudes about reading than rural Tennessee children. Re-
searchers also found that girls had better attitudes than boys.

Cloer and Pearman (1993) found that subjects in middle grades had
more negative attitudes than primary grade children. Cloer and
Pearman (1992) also found that boys had more negative attitudes about
academic and recreational reading than girls.

The most recent analyses of the data from the national Center for
Educational Statistics (NCES, 1991) reveal that females atages 9,13, and
17 outperformed their male counterparts in each of six reading assess-
ments conducted by the National Assessment of Educational Progress
from 1971 to 1990. The gap between males and females was approxi-
mately the same in 1990 as in 1971 and males still trailed females in all
five levels of difficulty assessed by the tests,

Weintraub (1990) reviewed longitudinal research by Smith (1990)
who examined attitude development from childhood to adulthood.
Subjects’ attitudes about reading were assessed in grades 1,6, 9, 12, and
5 years after high school graduation. The adults in the study, ages 35
to 44, were given the Adult Survey of Reading Attitudes (Wallbrown,
Brown & Engin, 1977), plus several questionnaires ..bout reading habits
and perceptions. The aim of the research was to determine how well
early attitude measurements predicted adult attitudes. Smith found
that high school students’ attitudes were important in predicting adult
attitudes. Smith also found that females had significantly higher
positive attitude scores than males,

Guzzetti (1990) found that linking students’ hobbies and interests to
‘elements in a novel as well as teacher modeling of a story retelling
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resulted in significantly improved attitudes in a general English class.
Guzzetti assessed change in attitudes using The Secondary Reading
Attitude Assessment (Tullock-Rhody & Alexander, 1980).

Overall, results of the research reviewed suggest that adolescent
boys from rural areas are at risk of developing negative attitudes about
reading, If we are to put all the pieces together, we must not overlook
ways to assist youngsters who make few connections to the secondary
curriculum. As these data indicate, attitudes toward reading at the
secondary level carry over into the adult years. Guzzetti's (1990)
research makes us hopeful that we too might link students’ hobbies and
interests to a good book and cause students to read voraciously.

Method

The current study attempted to determine if there was a significant
difference between what a sample of rural secondary students want to
read and what they actually do read about hunting and fishing. The
investigators also examined the difference in attitudes of rural second-
ary students toward hunting as opposed to fishing, as well as gender
differences,

Subjects

The subjects for this study were 545 secondary students in 32 English
classes at a rural, secondary school in South Carolina. Seven different
English teachers participated. There were 279 males and 266 females,
Overall, students from 11 9th grade-classes, 10 10th grade-classes, 7
11th grade-classes, and 4 12th grade classes were involved in the study.

Procedure

The English teachers administered a short, 10 item attitude inven-
tory related to students’ desire to read about hunting and fishing and
an inventory of time spent pursuing those interests (See Appendixes A
and B).

The ten item attitude assessment included five items related to
reading about fishing and five items related to reading about hunting,
The corresponding assessment of reading frequency in relation to the
topics also contained ten items. Teachers were given written direc-
tions as to administration of the inventories. They were told that the
researchers were interested in finding ways to better motivate rural
youth to read and would have specific recommendations for the
teachers to consider. Students identified only their gender and grade
when they completed the instruments.
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Results

The interval-ratio scale used for assessing attitudes toward reading
about fishing and hunting yielded mean scores of 5 to 25. The corre-
sponding assessment of reading frequency in relation to fishing and
hunting also yielded mean scores of 5 to 25, Each individual’s assess-
ment was tabulated and then collapsed into 32 class means for statisti-
cal analysis.

Table1 gives t-test results for independent means. The desire to read
about fishing (f = 7.68, p.<.001) and hunting (t = 8.29, p<.001) was
significantly greater for males than females. While males reported
reading about hunting (¢ = 547, p.<.001) and fishing (¢ = 4.28, p<.001)
infrequently in school, they read significantly more about those topics
than females.

Table 1
Mean Scores of Students’ Attitudes Toward Reading About

Hunting/Fishing and Frequency of Reading About Hunting/
Fishing

Inventory Fishing Hunting
Attitudes
Males
M 15,93 17.02
SD 3.59 3.78
Females
M 9.75 10.03
SD 279 2.83
Frequency
Males
M 8.53 9.10
SD 216 2.35
Females
M 6.61 6.55

SD 1.28 1.12
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Table 2 gives t-test results for correlated means of males. The desire
to read or attitude about fishing and hunting was compared to fre-
quency of in-school reading for males. Results indicated that males
have a significantly greater desire to read more about the topics. Itis
also evident that they encounter such topics infrequently.

Table 2
Mean Differances in Males’ Attitude Toward

Reading About Hunting/Fishing and Frequency
of Reading About Hunting/Fishing

Inventory “Fishing PHunting
Attitude
M 15.93 17.02
sD 3.54 3.78
Frequency
8.53 9.10
SD 2,16 2.35

% = 1412 p. <.001
bt = 14.13 p <.001

Table 3 gives #-test results for correlated means of females. The
desire to read or attitude about fishing and hunting were compared to
in-school reading for females, While females reported less desire to
read about hunting and fishing than males, their frequency of reading
about the topics was significantly less than their desire to read.
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Table 3

Mean Differences in Females’ Attitudes Toward
Reading About Hunting/Fishing and Frequency
of Reading About Hunting/Fishing

Inventory "Fishing "Hunting
Attitude
M 9.75 10.03
SD 2.79 2.83
Frequency
6.61 6.55
SD 1.28 1,12

3 = 9.40, p <.001
bt = 8,60, p <.001

The analysis of means by grades using t-tests revealed no significant
differences in attitudes or frequency at all grade levels examined for
males and females,

Discussion

The results of this study confirm earlier findings of gender differ-
ences related to reading, The males in this rural Appalachian second-
ary school, while not etphoric about reading anythin;, were not
negative toward content related to hunting and fishing. Females
differed significantly from males in their attitudes toward the topics
and their reading pursuits. It is important to note that the media
specialist in this school works diligently to discover reading interests
and attempts to meet individual interests. The media specialist was an
important contributor to this study and asked that we assist her by
suggesting reading materials related to these topics if we find that
students are interested. Lists of materials about hunting/fishing that
we identified for her are available to readers who request them.

It has been suggested that males in rural secondary schools have the
most negative attitudes toward recreational reading. Remedial read-
ing programs of the past have largely ignored the role of attitudes in the
process of becoming literate. This study attempted to find a reason for
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some of this negativity and more importantly what might be done to
ameliorate it. We have suspected since working as Appalachian
volunteers in one-room schoolhouses during the 1960s that we might
get further in language arts in a shorter amount of time by valuing,
using, and making useful what these rural boys bring to the learning
situation. As we rush to gain more insight into multi-cultural educa-
tion, we should not neglect the rich Appalachian culture from which
these secondary students emanate.
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Appendix A

Please put “M for male or “F” for female on this line.
Please put your grade (9, 10, 11, or 12) on this line.

This is an inventory to see if you are interested in reading about
fishing and/or hunting and if you read about them in school, Please
mark the answer that best fits your attitude,

1. 1enjoy reading magazines about fishing.
()strongly agree () agree () undecided () disagree () strongly disagree

2. Tenjoy reading books about fishing.
()strongly agree () agree () undecided ()disagree () strongly disagree

3. Ienjoy reading about different ways to improve my fishing skills.
()strongly agree ()agree () undecided () disagree () strongly disagree

4. T enjoy reading about fishing experiences of different people.
()strongly agree ()agree ()undecided () disagree ()strongly disagree

5. Tenjoy reading about clothes, tackle, and equipment I could use
while fishing,
()strongly agree () agree () undecided () disagree ()strongly disagree

6. Ienjoy reading magazir>s about hunting,
()strongly agree () agree () undecided () disagree ()strongly disagree

7. Ienjoy reading books about hunting.
()strongly agree ()agree ()undecided () disagree () strongly disagree

8. Tenjoy reading about different ways to improve my hunting skills,
()strongly agree () agree () undecided () disagree () strongly disagree






